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Elevated by the generous suffrages of the people to 
the Supreme Executive power of the State, I avail my- 
self of this occasion to express my grateful thanks for 
this distinguished mark of their confidence and my pro- 
found sensibility of the grave and responsible duties to 
be assumed. The embarrassment which a ‘distrust of — 
my powers so justly inspires, is increased.when I recall 
the names of those illustrious men, who have preceded 
me in this high office—men who, by their great abilities 
-and public virtues, have left their impress on the legisla- 
tion of the State, have adorned the brightest pages of 
her. history, and whose memories will descend with honor 
' to coming generations. Entering then, upon the dis- 
charge of this important trust, with no feelings of ex- 


ultation, with no wrongs to avenge or favors to requite, 


4 
untrammelied and unpledged, my ambition shall be so 


to administer the affairs of office as to merit the ap- 
proval of my conscience and the applause of my fellow- 
citizens. 

Called by the voice of the people, from the walks of 
private life, and unpracticed as I am in the duties of 
civil administration, I trust that I shall receive your 
charitable indulgence, and that the mistakes I may com- 
mit shall be attributed rather to errors of judgment, 
` than to want of fealty and devotion to the interests of 
the State. on 

During the last twenty years the people of Alabama 
have passed through the fiery furnace of a great civil 
war—which ended disastrously to their efforts for inde- 
pendence and to their material interests. They have 
endured the grinding heel of military despotism. They 
have been submerged beneath the foul dominion of their 
former slaves—banded and led by vagrant white men, 
sent to extinguish our civilization and to despoil us of 
the remnants of our property. But the manhood, the in- 
telligence, the energy and the practical wisdom of our 
people have enabled us to survive those dread trials. 

Though tortured by many wrongs and tried by many 
temptations, our people succeeded after many efforts, 
in freeing themselves from the most frightful derange- 
ments of mal-administration and misgovernment, and 


in regaining control of their own affairs. 
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Since that auspicious period, peace and good order 
have reigned within our borders, and a new era of pros- 
perity has dawned on the State. 

From the fires of war—from the crushing humiliation 
of satrap tyranny, and from the stifling cess-pool of re- 
construction, Alabama has-emerged—clothed with the 
panoply of a free State—trained, purified and hardened 
by these schools of adversity, and with the assured con- 
fidence of a people, true and tried. 

The recent elections show that the overshadowin g 
influence of Federal power, misused, has not sapped the 
virtue of our free-born men. The pressure of poverty 
and the allurements of Federal patronage have not cor- 
rupted their integrity or led them to betray themselves, 
or their country, to a revolutionary party, which is the 
enemy of both. Her sons stand fast to her civilization 
and to her interests, and to-day Alabama is an integer 
in defending the grand cause of American free govern- 
ment—under the Constitution, the palladium of their 
liberty, with home rule the ark of their safety. 

Looking, then, not mournfully, into the past, but 
bravely and hopefully, advancing with the quickened 
spirit of the age, to the great work before me, with no 
selfish aims to. accomplish, no partisan views to advance, 
and no purpose to promote the schemes of any persons, 
I shall faithfully endeavor, firmly and impartially to dis- 


charge all the duties of my office, and to merit your con- 
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tinued confidence and support. The very essence of | 
free government consists in considering office as a ptb- 
lic trust bestowed for the good of the country and not 
for individual benefit. Any system of political morals 
which regards offices as individual prizes, to be won by 
combatants most skilled in all the arts and corruptions 
of political tactics, and to be used and employed as pri- 
vate spoils for individual advancement or purposes, is 
antagonistic to the true theory of representative gov- 
ernment. Such a system would tend to the establish- 
ment of a privileged and governing class, to family and 
personal influences, leading to aristocratic combinations 
and connections at variance with the public good. Firm- 
ly impressed with these views, remembering that I am 
but a trusted agent and servant of the people, vested 
with these important powers solely to subserve the pub- 
lic good, I have no higher ambition than to so discharge 
my duties, as neither by an act of omission, or com- 
mission, to do injustice to the most obscure individual 
within the borders of the State. 

A splendid heritage is ours. Alabama, in climate, 
in agricultural and mineral resources, in commercial 
manufacturing and mechanical advantages and facilities, 
stands unrivaled. With a soil capable of yielding most 
abundantly to the hand of indifferent toil, and produc- 
ing every variety of product—with broad navigable 


streams sweeping through its fertile valleys and plains, 
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and furnishing“to commerce the cheapest transpor tation 
and to manufacturing and mechanical industries, the 
most unlimited power—with rugged mountains, teem- 
ing with the most extensive and richest deposits of coal 

and iron, and untold mineral wealth—with magnificent 
forests containing immense varieties of the most useful 
timber, whose primeval solitudes have never been dis- 
turbed by the woodman’s axe ; and above all, with a 
climate equalling in its mildness and healthfulness, 
the most favored portion of our common country——Ala- 
-bama, first in the roll of States, is first in all the ele- 
ments that constitute a great, happy and prosperous 
commonwealth. 

Grand opportunities unfold themselves. An era of 
progress and development unprecedented has dawned on 
theState. Theteachings ofa wisestatesmanship should 
impel us onward and not backward, keeping abreast of 
the progressive spirit ofthe times, and devoting our talents 
and energies to the great work before us—the encour- 
agement and advancement ofall our great industrial 
interests—the development of our marvelous resources 
—the enactment of wise and necessary legislation— 
the maintenance of the public credit, and the protection of 
labor and capital, the foundation of the State’s greatness 
and prosperity. 

While avoiding that Radicalism which only seeks to 
overthrow from a love of change, let us not be controll- 
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ed by that fatal spirit of conservatism which, from its: 
blind attachment to the past obstructs the progress and 
development it should seek to guide. Let us rather 
seek the golden mean, the happy climax of a true States- 


manship. 


EDUCATION. 


The Educational institutions of the State demand the 
care and attention ot the General Assembly. Whatev- 
er can be done within the purview of the Constitution, 
and without imposing additional burthens on the people, 
Should be done to increase their usefulness and efficien- 
cy. The University was founded by our fathers, the 
first great statesmen of Alabama, and it has been @ 
source of blessing to the young men of the State since 
its organization. | 

The Agricultural and Mechanical College, the State 
Normal School, and the Common School system organ- 
ized more than a generation since, penetrating every 
county and township in the State, and whose fundsare so 
carefully guarded and protected by the Constitution of 
1875, and whose beneficial influences reach all classes 
of our population are each and all eminently deserving 
of your confidence, and the funds for their main- 
tenance and support ought to be increased from 
time to time as the condition of the treasury and the 


resources of the State will admit. 
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The test of a country’s civilization and prosperity is 
to be found in its educational institutions. Ignorance, 
besides being a foe to representative government, is also 
an enemy to material progress. The development of 
our mineral wealth, and the numerous industries which 
it will create, open wide the doors of opportunity and 
enterprise to the ambitious and aspiring youth of the 
land. If not fitted and trained, by a practical education . 
to embark in these great enterprises, they cannot ex- 
pect to reap the golden harvests which will be offered to 
skilled and educated labor, and the rich rewards which 
should be their heritage will be seized by enterprising 
men from abroad. - 


Hence the nécessity of the State enlarging, as far 
as possible, the curriculum of study ‘of our State in- 
stitutions, and offering to her sons a practical education, 
fitting them to intelligently participate and aid in her 
great industrial development. The revolution in the 
industrial, commercial and mechanicalarts," produced by 
the steady but rapid strides of science, in the field of 
discovery and invention, and the progressive civilization 
of the age, creating new wants and multiplying the 
forms of industry, demonstrate the necessity of our 
meeting the exigencies of the times, by fincreasing, as 


far as possible, our educational facilities. 
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THE MILITIA. 


A well regulated militia is a State’s surest safeguard 
in times of peace, and in the first moments of war. 

Under the constitution of the United States and of 
Alabama, the State militia forms a prominent feature 
in our system. It was intended to meet all the require- 
ments of peace within the state, except in the event of 
invasion. The army @f the United States was organ- 
ized for foreign war, but latterly there has been exhibit- 
ed a tendency to ignore and neglect the great conserva- 
tive power of the State militia, and to ask the interfer- 
ence of the regular army to perform duties of the militia, 
and the State executives. Regarding this asa danger- 
ous step towards the elimination of the States and the 
despotic supremacy of the federal government, it will be 
alike my pleasure and duty to encourage the organiza- 
tion and discipline of the militia and to promote the eff- 


ciency of volunteer troops in Alabama. 


— 


ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW. 


It has been remarked, that tenderness for criminals is 
cruelty to the people. Where judges and juries per- 
form their duties fearlessly and impartially, no excuse 
remains for vigilance committees and lynching. We 
know how the people of the Southern States. have been 
on every occasion slandered, and how every opportunity 


is seized to pervert facts to our injury. Therefore, I 
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would urge upon the people of Alabama the strict 
maintenance of the ‘Jaws, as a prime essential to peace, 
“progress and prosperity. Without this being estab- 
lished it will be vain to expect immigrants from old 
-countries to add to our farming population. Nor can 
we look for the ingress of capital to develop our -great, 
dormant mining and manufacturing resources. As to 
"law and order, Alabama must continue to compare fav- 
orably with other States of the Union. 


THE COLORED RACE. 


The sudden transition of the colored race from a 
state of servitude to-all the rights and duties of citizen- 
ship, without previous educational qualifications, was 
one of the results of the war. Before the law the two 
races are now equal, and the people of Alabama have 
“long since accepted the terms of the colored man’s 
emancipation. There is no disposition on the part of 
any portion of our people to abridge any of the rights 
and franchises with which they have been invested. 
But their liberation and enfranchisement places at our 
very doors a frightful mass of ignorance. Appreciating 
their changed condition and the imperative necessity of 
preparing them for the duties of their new station, the 
State has contributed most liberally to their education, 
and has made it a part of the fundamental law that 
they shall Share equally with the whites in the appro- 
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priations made for the public schools, bésides devoting 
the poll tax of the colored population exclusively to the 
public schools of the colored race. The elective fran- 
chise once conferred is not likely to be withdrawn, and 
hence the necessity of making education co-extensive 
with it, that it may be an instrument of good and not 
of evil. The colored race must be qualified for the 


grave duties and responsibilities of citizenship, and not- 


withstanding the loss inflicted upon our people by war, — 


and their consequent impoverished condition, the State 
will cheerfully furnish all the aid possible for their edu- 
cation. Yet the true policy of both races is that they 
remain separate and stand apart in their schools, and in 
their social status. 

The colored race shall receive the impartial protection 
of the laws, and absolute immunity in all their rights. 
Under my administration every citizen, whatever may 
be his race, color or previous condition, shall be pro- 
tected in every right to which he is entitled. With 
that kind and helpful co-operation which the former 
and present relations between the races would naturally 
predispose, the colored m:.n will be allowed to work out 


his own destiny. 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


Surveying the broader field of national politics, the 
alarming corruption which pervades all departments of 
the general government, the altered tone of public 
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morals and official responsibility, the enormous growth 
of private fortunes and the rapidly increasing power 
and far reaching influence of consolidated capital, the 
ever growing power of the Federal Judiciary, the 
entire disregard of the limitations of our written Con- 
stitution, the ever increasing ramifications of Executive 
patronage, enabling the party in pqwer to send its com- 
mands to all portions of the country, and at will gather 
in enormous contributions and unscrupulous obedience 
from one hundred thousand officeholders—all conspire 
to furnish causes for the gravest apprehensions and the 
gloomiest forebodings. All these causes have combined 
to centralize the power which it was the intention of 
the framers of the Constitution to diffuse, and.to con- 
vert our beautiful Federal system into a centralized 
despotism, which will eventually enable the Federal 
Government to govern throughout the States as effect- 
ually as if they were so many provinces of one vast em- 
pire. If under these continued assaults and powerful 
encroachments the checks and balances of the Consti- 
tution shall be destroyed, the fihale in the great tragedy 
would be empire—despotism. It would be the knell of 
civil liberty, the final failure of man’s best, most hopeful 
experiment at self-government. To avert such a catas- 
trophe we should discard all political heresies before 
they ripen into that final apostacy from which there is 


no recovery, and return to those cardinal truths embla- 
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zoned on every page of our political History, enunciated 
by the Fathers and upon whose - re-assertion depends 
the perpetuity of the Republic. E 

Familiar as are these principles I propose here to-day 
to proclaim them anew, fondly trusting that the grand 
truths which they announce may from the impetus 
given them here increase in volume and strength till 
they sweep resistless through the land, impressing 
conviction on the minds of the people and dissipating. 
the miasma and fog of a false political philosophy. 


THE JEFFERSON CREED. 


In his first inaugural Mr. Jefferson delivered . this 
commentary on the Constitution. The principles of 
Government, he said, are: 

“Equal and exact justice to all men of whatever 
State or persuasion, religious or political.” 

“ The support of the State governments in all their 

‘tights as the most competent administration of our 
domestic concerns, and the surest bulwark against anti- 

- Republican tendencies; the preservation of the general » 
government in its whole constitutional vigor as the 
sheet anchor of our peace at home and safety abroad.” 

“A jealous care of the right of election by the peo- 
ple.” 

“Absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the ma- 
jority—the vital principle of republics from which there 
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is no appeal but to force the vital principle and immedi- 
ate parent of despotism.” 

“The supremacy of the civil over the military au- 
thority.” 

“Economy in the public expense that labor may be 
lightly burdened.” 

“Encouragement of agriculture, and commerce, its 
handmaid.” 

“Freedom of religion, freedom of the press, freedom 
of person, under the protection of habeas corpus, and 
trial by juries impartially selected.” | 

“These are some of the principles which constitute 
the creed of our political faith, the text of civic instruc- 
tion, the touchstone by which to try the services of those 
we trust, and should we wander from them in moments 
of error or alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps and 
to regain the road which alone leads to peace, liberty 
and safety.” 

These words were uttered at a time when the people 
had just repudiated the doctrine of. centralization, by 
driving from power the Federalist party. They em- 
body the essential principles of Republican Govern- 
ment, and can never, in any moments of extremity, be- 
abandoned by us with safety or security. In this period 
when assumptions of ungranted authority are rifein all de-- 
partments of Government, when the constant increase of. 
Executive patronage and the means of corrupt influence. 
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over the ballot possessed by the party controlling the 
machinery of Government, is a standing menace to the 
liberties of the people; when fitness and capacity are. ig- 
nored and partizan zeal alone considered in the manage- 
ment of the civil service, when an immense surplus reve- 
nue is annually wrung unjustly from an overburthened 
people, when a well organized, compact and disciplined 
corps of office-holders, permeating all portions of the 
country, united by common interests and sympathies-and 
_ obedient to an unscrupulous Junta, using money, influ- 
ence and every means to dictate nominations, control 
elections, thereby degrading public morals and subordi- 
nating all consideration to the will of a partisan Ex- 
ecutive, when gigantic corporations and syndicates are 
being created by unwise legislation, there can be no 
safety.except by a return to these-cardinal maxims—the 
principles and methods of the earlier and purer days of 


the Republic. > 


— 


THE DANGERS OF CENTRALIZATION. ~ 


The more the powers of our system are centralized 
in the federal government, the greater will be its power 
and patronage, and jin proportion to its increase, the 
greater the menace to the liberties of the people. To 
avert these impending evils it is indispensible that the 
Government be restored to its federal character as-con- 
templated by the framers of the Constitution. The 


States and the General Governnient each exercising 


ak 


~~ 
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their proper functions, the united action of both being 
essential to constitute in fact and in theory a free con- 
stitutional Government. To deny to either its just con- 
stitutional rights is to destroy the nature of our system 
and to convert itinto an absolute Government. In a 
country of such vast extent, of such diversity of inter- 
ests and population as OUTS, it is the supremest folly to 
suppose any form of popular Government except one 
strictly federal in character and practice can for any 
considerable period of time continue to exist. 

If we have, in moments of error and alarm, wan- 
dered after false political creeds, let us, in the lan guage 
.of Mr. Jefferson, hasten to retrace our steps, and to re- 
gain the road which alone leads to peace, liberty ang 
safety. When the federal and State governments shall 
be governed by these cardinal principles, when the lim- 
itations of the constitution shall be strictly observed 
and sacredly obeyed by both Federal and State officials, 
then indeed will be realized the hope of its framers as 
expressed in its preamble, of that more perfect 
union, with justice established, domestic tranquility en- 
sured, the common defence provided for, the general 
welfare promoted, and the blessings of liberty secured 
to ourselves and posterity. 

A greedy and unscrupulous sectional party in power, 
has, for years, plundered the people by enormous duties 
on commodities imported, exacted not for revenue to 
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support the general government and to pay its debts, 
but to enrich privileged and preferred classes. It is 
estimated that for every hundred million of dollars 
retained for the government, the tariff Hoironi get 
six hundred million out of the people and yet~the 
coffers of the government are full to overflowing. Be- 
sides this indirect taxation, whose dire and untold 
oppression, though sorely felt is little understood, direct 
taxes to an outrageous extent have been levied on the 
few luxuries of the poor by the Jnternal Revenue laws. 
These have been grievously enforced by Federal Mar- 
shals and the numerous deputies, aided by Federal 
soldiers and Federal judges, whose jurisdiction extended 
- by these enactments, usurp functions of the ‘State 
judiciary.. At the prospect of escaping these demoral- 
izing and insufferable oppressions, part and parcel of 
the usurpations and maladministrations of the party in 
power, it is meet and right that we rejoice. Indica- 
tions which are unmistakable, point to the grati- 
fying fact that we are rapidly nearing the dawn of a 
more hopeful period in our public affairs, when the 
princlples enunciated by the Fathers will again_be-the 
“text of civic instruction, the creed of our political faith,” 
when jobbery, corruption and extravagance will no 
longer bring reproach on our Federal administration, 
when the limitation of the Constitution will be ob- 


served, when the iniquitous internal revenue system 
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will þe repealed, and the oppressions through the agen- 
cy ofan unjust tariff no longer tolerated, when the 
civil service will be purified, the pruning knife - of 
reform unsparingly applied, and the many burthens now 
unjustly imposed on the people removed. 

Situated at the head of the. Gulf States, divided by 
the hand of nature into four grand divisions, the beau- 
tiful and fertile valley of the Tennessee, whose silvery 
waters flow through the state from east to west, the hill 
country filled with untold millions of the richest depos- 
its of coal and iron, capable of supplying the whole 
country, and only needing capital and Railroad facilities 
to make it blaze with furnaces, and resound with the 
whirr of machinery, the great cotton belt to furnish the 
looms of New England and Europe, and our home in- 
dustries, with the delicate fibre to clothe masses of men, 
and that immense timber region of the finest pines and 
other growths extending to the Gulf, penetrated as it is 
by navigable rivers, which pour their waters into the 
bay of Mobile, our Seaport City, fitted by location and 
nature to be a source of blessing toa vast commerce, 
there is no reason why Alabama in the near future 
should not fulfill the expectations of even the most 
sanguine, and realize in full the hopes of the wise and 
thougbitul. | 


I am now ready to take the oath of office. 


_ 


